
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
#1 NEW YORK TIMES AND INTERNATIONALLY BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF 
THE BOOK THIEF, MARKUS ZUSAK, TO PUBLISH HIS EAGERLY AWAITED 

NEXT NOVEL, BRIDGE OF CLAY, THIS FALL 
 

Bridge of Clay to release on October 9, 2018, with a first printing of 500,000 copies 
 
New York, NY (March 13, 2018)—BRIDGE OF CLAY, the highly anticipated novel by internationally bestselling 
and award-winning author Markus Zusak, will be published this fall, it was announced globally today. On sale 
October 9, 2018, the book will release with a first printing of 500,000 copies in the U.S., and be published by Alfred 
A. Knopf, home of Zusak’s The Book Thief. It will publish simultaneously in Zusak’s native Australia, and in the U.K. 
two days later. BRIDGE OF CLAY will be edited in the U.S. by Zusak’s longtime editor, Erin Clarke. Catherine 
Drayton of Inkwell Management represents Zusak. 

From the author whose beloved novel The Book Thief has spent over 500 weeks on the New York Times bestseller 
list comes BRIDGE OF CLAY, a sweeping family saga chronicling the lives of five brothers who bring each other 
up in a world run on their own rules. As the Dunbar boys love and fight and learn to reckon with the adult world, 
they discover the moving secret behind their father’s disappearance. At the center of the Dunbar family is Clay, a 
boy who will build a bridge—for his family, for his past, for greatness, for his sins, for a miracle.  

A major marketing and publicity campaign will support this landmark publication, featuring a 12-city U.S. author tour 
and an extensive book club promotion connecting Zusak to groups nationwide selected from a special sweepstakes 
launching this summer. 

Zusak will sign a portion of the first print run, and the signed editions will be available for purchase from participating 
retailers, while supplies last.  

“Thirteen years is probably long enough between books, but BRIDGE OF CLAY was never meant to be easy. It’s 
a boy in search of a miracle, and that’s how I feel about finishing,” says Zusak. “Every book we write means 
something to us, but sometimes it comes to mean everything—and BRIDGE OF CLAY, for me, is that latter type: 
the book you have to fight for, but is all the more rewarding. I hope readers will enjoy spending time with the Dunbar 
boys, and all their raucous habits—but it’s Clay I feel for most, and his attempt to build that bridge of his, and find a 
way back home.” 

“Like its predecessor The Book Thief, Markus’s new book has a broad literary appeal that defies categorization,” 
says Clarke. “An epic family saga, told in beautifully inventive language and bursting with heart, BRIDGE OF CLAY 
is signature Zusak.”  

BRIDGE OF CLAY will be published in hardcover and ebook, and will be available as an audiobook from Listening 
Library in both download and CD formats.  

Zusak is best known for his extraordinary novel The Book Thief, which has sold 16 million copies worldwide, is 
published in 42 foreign language territories, and has spent over 500 weeks on the New York Times bestseller list. 
Originally published in the U.S. in March 2006, the novel received glowing praise and numerous awards, including 
a Michael L. Printz Honor from the American Library Association and the Sydney Taylor Book Award from the 
Association of Jewish Libraries. The Book Thief has since gone on to become a book selection of community reads 
programs across the country and was released as a major motion picture in 2013. Zusak’s other internationally 
bestselling works include I Am the Messenger, a Printz Honor Book and Los Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist; 
The Underdog; Fighting Ruben Wolfe; and Getting the Girl.  

Zusak lives in Sydney, Australia, with his wife and children. Markus is available for select appearances via the 
Penguin Random House Speakers Bureau. Follow Markus on Facebook/MarkusZusak and Instagram 
@markuszusak. 



 

Visit BridgeofClayBook.com 

U.S. Press Contacts: 
Noreen Herits | nherits@penguinrandomhouse.com | (212) 782-9043 

Kathy Dunn | kdunn@penguinrandomhouse.com | (917) 325-3881 
 
Penguin Random House, the world’s largest trade book publisher, is dedicated to its mission of nourishing a 
universal passion for reading by connecting authors and their writing with readers everywhere. The company, which 
employs more than 10,000 people globally, was formed on July 1, 2013, by Bertelsmann and Pearson, who own 
75 percent and 25 percent, respectively. With nearly 250 independent imprints and brands on five continents, 
Penguin Random House comprises adult and children’s fiction and nonfiction print and digital English- and Spanish-
language trade book publishing businesses in more than 20 countries worldwide. With over 15,000 new titles, and 
close to 800 million print, audio, and ebooks sold annually, Penguin Random House’s publishing lists include more 
than 60 Nobel Prize laureates and hundreds of the world’s most widely read authors. 
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