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The author of the international bestseller  
The Oracle of Stamboul takes readers on an 
enthralling new journey in a multigenerational 
yarn that spans present-day Berkeley to  
ancient Cairo, as a young man goes on a quest 
to unravel a centuries-old family secret.

“ A beautiful, richly textured novel, ambitious and delicately 
crafted, The Last Watchman of Old Cairo is both a coming 
-of-age story and a family history, a wide-ranging book 
about fathers and sons, religion, magic, love, and the  
essence of storytelling. This book is a joy.”

     —RABIH ALAMEDDINE, AUTHOR OF THE NATIONAL BOOK  
       AWARD FINALIST AN UNNECESSARY WOMAN

“ A sense of mystery and profound tristesse pervade this 
unusual narrative, which tells the story of a young California 
man on a quest to understand a puzzling gift left for him by 
his late father, the descendant of generations of watchmen at 
the venerable Ben Ezra synagogue in the depths of Old Cairo. 
The novel is enhanced by Lukas’ impressive historical research 
on the Geniza and the colorful characters involved in rescuing 
its treasure trove of documents. But his greatest flair is in 
capturing the essence of that beautiful, haunted, shabby, 
beleaguered, yet still utterly sublime Middle Eastern city.”

     —LUCETTE LAGNADO, AUTHOR OF THE MAN IN THE WHITE                
       SHARKSKIN SUIT AND THE ARROGANT YEARS
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